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Consort School Focuses on Early Literacy

E

arly literacy skills play an important role in a child’s
are having difficulty learning how to read,” explains Devos.
development and Consort School is working to enOnce assessments are completed, teachers and education assure all students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 receive
sistants use a variety of strategies to help students develop prethe support they need.
reading and reading skills.
“We have implemented a reading
In addition to the Right to Read program,
intervention program in our elementhe EAs at Consort worked with Speech
tary which targets the students that are
Language Pathologist, Kristen Hedley, to
struggling the most with reading,
learn about the development of speech and
providing them with extra support,”
the importance of play-based learning.
explains Stacy Devos, Special Educa“Building literacy skills starts by building
tion Coordinator.
oral language skills and to do that we have
Kindergarten to Grade 3 teachers
to get on the floor and play,” explains
participated in a two day Right to
Hedley, adding it is important to make
Read workshop, learning how to idenlearning meaningful for students.
tify reading difficulties in their class“We use games, kinesthetic activities (such
rooms and strategies to help students.
as marching, rhyming and letter walks,
The program focuses on assessing
throwing bean bags to letters), sensory acstudents, identifying areas where stutivities with playdoh, slime, sand, etc.,”
Speech Language Pathologist
dents are struggling and deciding
said Devos.
Kristen
Hedley
which activities to use to target specifWhile it may not look like they are learning
ic skills.
language skills, research has shown that
“All of our Kindergarten and Grade
while children are playing, they are picking
1 students have been assessed as well
up cues for language development and preas any students in Grades 2 and 3 who
reading skills.
Consort School’s early literacy program will benefit all of its
elementary students.
By starting early, the benefits will be long term and will help
students throughout their schooling.
“Developing early literacy skills is so important,” explains
Consort
Principal Kevin Van Lagen.
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“When we help students with early literacy problems at a
young age, it benefits all other course areas when they are oldLearning the Ropes at BCCS
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er.”
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“Building literacy
skills starts by
building oral language
skills and to do that
we have to get on the
floor and play.”
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Young Entrepreneurs at Youngstown School

M

ore and more youth are
becoming entrepreneurs,
starting their own businesses, selling hand-made
products and making quite the name for
themselves.
Youngstown students Tanner Madge,
Ainsley Nelson and Rhett Tattrie are all
following their passions and making very
cool interesting hand-made creations.
“I make a variety of things,” explains
Grade 8 student Rhett Tattrie. “I make
hand-made halters for horses, reins for
your bridal, bracelets—really anything
somebody asks me to make or anything I
want to try to make.”
Ainsley Nelson, Grade 9, makes her
own jewelry, while Tanner Madge, Grade
12, makes different objects out of horseshoes.
“I make Christmas trees, snowmen,
reindeer, boot racks, crosses, coat racks—
basically anything you can find on
Google made from horseshoes,” said
Madge.
These students have each made a name
for themselves, selling their creations at
community events, sales and through
social media.
“It is important for students to have an
entrepreneurial spirit to succeed in the
future,” explains Youngstown principal
Brian Giesbrecht.
“By being entrepreneurs, students learn
many valuable skills including creativity,
communication, economics and resourcefulness which are all part of 21st Century
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learning.”
Giesbrecht also says the community
spirit from these three students is amazing. “We recently had a community
fundraiser for a former student who had
health problems and many items were

donated by these students to help raise
money.”
“The compassion that this shows is another important quality we try to instill in
students and this will benefit them and the
community in the future.”

Ainsley Nelson learned to make her own jewelry from her mom and it is something
she finds fun to do. Many of her designs are western-based.

Rhett Tattrie learned to make bracelets,
reins and halters with his dad’s help
and by watching YouTube videos. As he
gets busier with school, he finds it hard
to find free time to work on his projects,
but it is still a hobby he enjoys.

Box 670, 101 Palliser Trail
Hanna, AB T0J 1P0
Phone: 403-854-4481
Fax: 403-854-2803
Toll Free: 1-800-601-3898
Prairie Land Pride is a bi-monthly publication
focusing on the incredible work
of our staff and students.
For more information or to submit
story ideas please email
tanya.duckworth@plrd.ab.ca.

Prairie Land Pride

Tanner Madge learned to weld a couple
of years ago and he enjoys making all
sorts of creations.
“We are in a world that is changing at an exponentially fast pace and consumers
want to know who built/grew the products they are purchasing,” explains Madge,
who is planning on making larger objects such as bale feeders and mineral stands.
He is also partnering up with Spencer Macmillam who does woodworking.
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CONNECT WITH
YOUR SCHOOL

TODAY
Altario School
Phone: 403-552-3828
Fax: 403-552-3882
Address: General Delivery
Altario, Alberta T0C 0E0
Berry Creek
Community School
Phone: 1-844-566-3743
Fax: 403-566-3736
Address: General Delivery
Cessford, Alberta T1R 1E2
Consort School
Phone: 403-577-3654
Fax: 403-577-2112
Address: 5215 50 Street
Bag Service 1002
Consort, Alberta T0C 1B0
Delia School
Phone: 403-364-3777
Fax: 403-364-3805
Address: Box 236
Delia, Alberta T0J 0W0

J.C.Charyk Hanna School
Phone: 403-854-3642
Fax: 403-854-4759
Address: 801 4th Street West
Box 1270
Hanna, Alberta T0J 1P0
Morrin School
Phone: 403-772-3838
Fax: 403-772-3868
Address: Box 10
Morrin, Alberta T0J 2B0

Learning the Ropes at BCCS

I

t’s not your typical day at Berry Creek Community School, roping dummies
are set up in the gym. Students watch eagerly as local parents demonstrate how
to lasso the roping dummy. They break into groups, get their hands on some
ropes and in no time at all have the dummies roped up tight.
“Some students have been doing this their whole lives,” explains BCCS Principal
Ryan Duckworth. “While for others this is their first time roping, but they’ve picked
it up super fast.”
“We’re very lucky to have parents come in and share their expertise.”
Grade 5 student, Cash Yule also demonstrated goat tying and the library had a display of local students and their achievements in the rodeo circuit.
The roping demo is part of a special day at BCCS; local author Becky Wigemyr is
at the school discussing her new children’s book, “Cowboy Cody.”
Wigemyr spent time with all of the students, reading her book, describing the writing process and everything that goes into self-publishing.
“I wrote Cowboy Cody because when my kids were young, there typically wasn’t
a lot of rodeo-themed children’s books,” explained Wigemyr, who is very proud that
farm kids, ranch kids and rodeo kids can picture themselves in her book.
Wigemyr showed students her original manuscript and described the process of
writing. She also explained how she had to learn about self-publishing, marketing,
accounting, etc. She had to find an illustrator and develop some tough skin when an
editor went through her work.
While Wigemyr spoke about writing, her advice rang true for all walks of life.
“No matter what goal you are working towards, ask yourself, ‘What would you do
if you knew you wouldn’t fail?,” said Wigemyr when she was talking to the Grade
5/6 class about pursuing their dreams. She encouraged students to always try and
reminded them, “Sometimes you win, sometimes you learn,”
“It was great to have Becky spend the day at BCCS,” said Duckworth. “She really
connected with all of our students, from the Kindergartens to the senior highs who
are interested in writing as a career.”
Top right: Becky Wigemyr reads her book “Cowboy Cody” to Kindergarten students.
Bottom Right: Colin McNiven explains
the basics of roping.
Bottom: Left: Olivia Bunney, Grade 3,
learns the ropes.

Veteran School
Phone: 403-575-3915
Fax: 403-575-3870
Address: 201 Lucknow Street
Box 649
Veteran, Alberta
T0C 2S0
Youngstown School
Phone: 403-779-3822
Fax: 403-779-3868
Address: Box 69
Youngstown, Alberta
T0J 3P0
Colony Schools
Contact Rebecca Webster
Phone: 403-820-5250
Rebecca.webster@plrd.ab.ca
Prairie Land Pride

3

